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nature of such a Being inconceivable, is
simply to say that we do not know how the
world was made. If we believe that God
made the world, we must believe that there
was a time when the world was not, and
when God alone existed, out of relation to
any other being. But the mode of that sole
existence we are unable to conceive, nor in
what manner the first act took place by
which the absolute and self-existent gave
existence to the relative and dependent.
" The contradictions/3 says Mr. Mill, " which
Mr. Mansel asserts to be involved in the
notions, do not follow from an imperfect
mode of apprehending the Infinite and the
Absolute, but lie in the definitions of them,
in the meaning of the words themselves."
They do no such thing : the meaning of the
words is perfectly intelligible, and is exactly